
“Like GK Chesterton and CS Lewis,
Mr. James is a fine story-teller.”

—THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON

Destined to be a classic and a favorite

among readers of literary Christian

fiction titles and Sherlock Holmes fans, An

Opened Grave features two of the most well-

known names in our culture, Sherlock

Holmes and Jesus Christ, as they take center

stage in this adventure drama that pits the

best arguments for unbelief against the most

reasonable assertions for faith in God. 

Challenging and compelling dialog

between Holmes and Watson runs through-

out this fast-paced, exciting story-line that is

sure to keep the attention and spark the

imagination of any lover of serious detective

fiction.
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““A wonderful combination of language, mystery, theatre, and apologetics. It’s witty, earnest,

creative, and God-seeking. Reminiscent of G.K. Chesterton’s Father Brown Mysteries. A brilliant

weaving of good detective fiction with profound issues of faith. A great accomplishment!”

—John Eldredge, best-selling author of CCaappttiivvaattiinngg  and WWiilldd aatt HHeeaarrtt

“Interspersing pithy philosophical exchanges between the two main characters with rollicking

action sequences, the author crafts a compelling tale.”

—ForeWord Magazine, November 2006 

             



In the midst of retirement, Sherlock Holmes is lured into what
he believes to be a simple missing-person case. While investi-
gating his new case, an apparent miracle saves his life and

causes him to begin to question his own world-view. His client,
the lovely and devout Miss Elizabeth Hackberry, offers him an
explanation for the life-saving miracle—an explanation that chal-
lenges all that he knows and believes.

In his attempt to prove or disprove Miss Hackberry’s belief
that God was the One who saved his life, Holmes reaches the con-
clusion that he must personally investigate the most controversial,
ancient mystery of all time—the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. 

As a result, Holmes and Dr. Watson set out on a dangerous
journey. Along the way they face imprisonment, slavery, starva-
tion, and a treacherous villain who turns their journey into a cat-
and-mouse game.

MOST POPULAR OBJECTIONS TO BELIEF ARE ADDRESSED

Though not intended to be a treatise on apologetics or doc-
trine, An Opened Grave credibly and respectfully addresses most
of the popular and philosophical objections to belief that are held
today.
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““TThhee rreeaaddeerr ccaann eeaassiillyy ggeett lloosstt iinn tthhee uunniiqquuee pplloott aanndd ffoorrggeett tthhaatt
CCoonnaann DDooyyllee ddiidd nnoott aaccttuuaallllyy ppeenn tthhiiss ssttoorryy..””

——FFOORREEWWOORRDD MMAAGGAAZZIINNEE, November ’06

“The fictional vehicle allows the reader to examine assertions
about Christ and the Bible in a more entertaining, though none
less accurate, method than examining the same premises in a
non-fiction format. I enjoyed the journey.

—Author's Choice Reviews, Carolyn R. Scheidies

“Anyone who loves Sherlock Holmes detective stories or who
would like to share a sharp intellect’s grappling with the profound-
est of religious mysteries will enjoy and learn from this book.”

—Alan J. Couture, ForeWord Magazine

“Frank James is one of the most creative and engaging writers
I have ever met. His latest novel pulls you right into the greatest
story of all time.”

—Hugh Ross, author of The Creator & The Cosmos and

President of REASONS TO BELIEVE

Praise for An Opened Grave


